
Part 4 The Paragraph

Effective Paragraphs

I. Read the following paragraphs and find out the topic sentence, the supporting details and 

the concluding sentence, if there is one.

（1）

The need for wildlife protection is greater now than ever before. About a thousand species of 

animals are in danger of extinction, and the rate at which they are being destroyed has increased.

With mammals, for instance, the rate of extinction is now about one species every year； from 

A.D. 1 to 1800, the rate was about one species every fifty years. Everywhere, men are trying o 

solve the problem of preserving wildlife while caring at the same time for the world’s growing 

population.

Topic Sentence：____________________________________________

Details： 1.________________________________________________

2._________________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence：________________________________________

（2）

The Americans and the British not only speak the same language but also share a large 

number of social customs. For example, in both America and England, people shake hands when 

they meet each other for the first time. Also, most English men will open a door for a woman or 

offer their seat to a woman, and so will most Americans. Promptness is important both in England 

and in America. That is, if a dinner invitation is for 7 o’clock, the dinner guest either arrives close 

to that time or calls up to explain his delay.

Topic Sentence：____________________________________________

Details： 1.______________________________________________

2._______________________________________________________

3.________________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence：________________________________________

______________________________________________________________

（3）

Birds use many different materials to build nests. Some birds use bits of grass. The 

tailor-bird of Africa and India uses grass to sew leaves together. Other birds find twigs and 

pebbles useful.

Topic Sentence：_____________________________________________

Details： 1._____________________________________________

2.______________________________________________________

3.______________________________________________________

Concluding Sentence：_______________________________________

II. Read the following paragraph. Find out the topic sentence and the concluding sentence,

and rearrange the details so that the paragraph will make sense.



In less than three years① the farm had gone to pieces. All the windows had been broken②

out of the big two-story farm house. In the front of the house the grass was about three feet tall③

and the barn yard was full of weeds instead of pigs squealing to be fed. There were no more④

cows to milk or horses to ride. My grandmother's farm has a lot of enjoyable memories for⑤ me, 

but after she died, I left home to join the army and when I returned, I was disappointed at the 

changes that had taken place. Paint was peeling off the house and⑥  the porch roof was sagging.

Lively as the place had been before my grandmother died⑦ , it seemed to have died with her now.

This farm had once been lively with the noise of a tractor plowing the land and a dog barking⑧

whenever someone came up to the house.

Topic Sentence：_____________________________________________

Supporting Details：_________________________________________

Concluding Sentence：________________________________________

III. Read the following paragraphs and underlines the topic sentence of each. Then write 

your own concluding sentence to complete each paragraph.

（1）

Pollution has caused three major problems in the last decades. First, with the development of 

industry, more and more factories have been built and have sent out smoke and poisonous gases. 

Thus the air is polluted. The increasing number of cars adds to the air pollution. Second, farmers 

use chemical fertilizers to increase production and insecticide to kill insects. When rain flows with 

these poisonous chemicals to rivers, water is polluted. A third form of pollution, noise, is 

becoming more and more serious. Very loud noises can make people sick, and even drive them 

mad.___________________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________

（2）

There are three important findings from studies concerned with notetaking. First, notetaking 

does not interfere with listening and comprehension； in fact, it helps you listen. Second, students 

who study their lecture notes remember one and a half times more after six weeks than students 

who do not review. Third, students who take no notes, or do not study their notes, forget 

approximately 80percent of the lecture by the end of two weeks. From these findings we can 

conclude that students who take enough notes and then study them, both directly after the lecture 

and several additional times before an examination, stand a good chance of remembering 

between90 and 100% of the material！________________________________________________

IV. Find out the topic sentence and irrelevant sentences in the following paragraph.

 (1) Joe and I decided to take the long trip we'd always wanted across the country. We were like 

young kids buying our camper and stocking it with all the necessities of life. Bella bakes the best 

rhubarb pie. We started out in early spring from Minneapolis and headed west across the northern 

part of the country. We both enjoyed those people we met at the trailer park. Joe received a watch 

at his retirement dinner. To our surprise, we found that we liked the warm southern regions very 

much, and so we decided to stay here in New Mexico.

 (2) My name is Roseanna, and I like to keep physically fit. I used to weigh two hundred 

pounds, but I joined the YMCA for an exercise class and diet program. In one year I lost eighty 

pounds. I feel much better and never want to have that much weight on my five-foot frames again. 



I bought two new suitcases last week. Every day I practice jogging three miles, swimming fifteen 

laps, lifting twenty-pound weights and playing tennis for one hour. My mother was a premature 

baby.

V. Find the logic order and underline the transition words in the following words.

(1) In the flat opposite, a woman heard the noise outside. When she looked out through the 

window, she discovered that her neighbor was threatened by someone. She immediately called the 

police station. In answer to the call, a patrol police car arrived at the scene of the crime quickly. 

Three policemen went inside the flat at once, and others guarded outside the building to prevent 

anyone from escaping.

(2)The heart of an electronic computer lies in its vacuum tubes, or transistors. Its electronic 

circuits work a thousand times faster than the nicer cells in the human brain. A problem that might 

take a human being a long time to solve can be solved by a computer in one minute. 

(3) The role of women in today's society is changing. One reason is that women have begun 

to assert themselves as independent people through the women's movement. Also, women are 

aware of the alternatives to staying at home. Another reason is that increasing numbers of women 

who enter new fields and interests serve as role models for other women. Moreover, men are 

becoming more conscious of the abilities of women and have begun to view their independence 

positively. 

VI. Arrange the following sentences into a paragraph, using the coherence devices as the 

hints.

Clearly, in agriculture and industry, the progress of a coun① try depends on the busy hands of its 

working people.

Finally, the establishment of efficient transportation and communication systems, essential②

services in a modernizing economy, relies heavily on a lab our force of expert craftsmen who take 

pride in their manual skills.

And of course the manufactures as well as the maintenance of machines of all kinds demands a③

large number of trained mechanics and technicians.

To begin with, ploughing fields, planting and harvesting crops, and raising livestock are④  all 

important to development and all require people who work with their hands.

Secondly, mining natural resources, building roads and bridges, and constructing dams for⑤

irrigation and electrical power are also important to development and also require people who 

know how to use their hands skillfully.

Manual labour is one of the principal development resources in any industrializing country, as⑥

the following examples demonstrate.

Right order_______________

VII. In the following paragraph, find all the words that help the reader move smoothly from 

one detail to another. Write these words in the blanks.

To prepare a nutritious breakfast of cereal and milk you need to follow only a few 

simple directions. First, acquire the necessary ingredients and materials： dry cereal of your 

choice, milk, sugar, fruit, a cereal bowl and a soup spoon. Second, pour the cereal into the 

bowl until the bowl is half full. Next, cut up the fruit and arrange it on top of the cereal； then 



sprinkle sugar over the fruit, if desired. Once you have layered the cereal and fruit in the 

bowl, you are ready for the milk. Now, pour enough milk into the bowl to just barely cover 

the cereal and fruit. At last, your breakfast is ready；pick up your spoon and dig in！

VIII. List at least five details that might used to develop the given topic sentence.

Topic sentence：

There are so many traditional activities in the Spring Festival.

Ways of Developing Paragraphs

I. Plan a paragraph. Please give three details and the conclusion sentence to the following 

topic sentence.

 The topic sentence: Most people like introducing their house in this way.

 Supporting details: 1)

                 2)

                 3)

Concluding sentence:

II. Find out the word expression about the time.

(1)

After lunch, while the other girls were sunbathing, Pat and I returned to the water. Soon 

cramps spread from my stomach to my legs. Immobilized by pain and fear, I yelled for help. My 

friend thought I was joking: so she ignored me. However, Sister Theresa came to my rescue when 

she noticed my plight. She pulled me out of the water and administered resuscitation. When 

regaining consciousness, I realized how close I had come to death. My experience with near death 

reminds me every day how close we all are to death in our daily lives.

(2)

We had a hard time getting Peter out of the well he had fallen into. First we fashioned a rope 

by linking our belts together. Then we lowered it to Peter, telling him to grasp the end. After he 

had hold of the belt-rope, we began to pull him slowly, inch by inch, out of the well. During his 

ascent, no one dared speak a word. Finally we could grasp his arms, and with a shout of relief, we 

pulled him out onto the grassy band.

III. The following paragraphs are written by space or examples. Please find out the ways and 

analyse the order.

(1)

The room was disgusting. By the far window was a trash can piled high with crumpled 

papers. In the middle of the room was a gaudy, round size bed littered with rotting fruit peels. The 

path between the bed and the doorway, where I was standing, was choked off by heaps of dirty 

clothes and old newspapers

(2)

Great Britain is an island that lies off the northwest coast of Europe. The nearest country is 



France which is 20 miles away from which Great Britain is separated by the English Channel. The 

island is surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean to the west, and the North Sea to the east. It comprises 

the mainland of England, Wales and Scotland. Scotland is in the North, while Wales is in the west. 

Ireland, which is also an island, lies off the west coast of Great Britain. It consists of Northern 

Ireland and the Irish Republic. Great Britain together with Northern Ireland constitutes the United 

Kingdom. Thus, the United Kingdom is composed of four parts. The largest of these is England 

which is divided into 43 administrative counties. The capital city is London which is situated in 

southeast England.

(3)

Many old buildings in cities are still being found useful. In several cities, old buildings that 

were no longer being used have been converted to a variety of useful structures. For example, one 

school building was changed into ninety nine rental units for elderly and low income residents. In 

Baltimore, Maryland, six schools were converted into 132 units with the help of a four million 

dollar city bond financing arrangement. “School House 77” in Boston utilizes three recycled 

elementary schools and an abandoned instrument factory. All these examples show how cities are 

using unneeded schools, police stations, libraries, and boarded up factories that are structurally 

sound and even architecturally interesting buildings.

(4)

It is very difficult to evaluate another person’s performance objectively. For example, Linda 

recently wrote irresponsible remarks about her instructor because she was failing the course. Her 

friend Jack wrote a marvelous description of the same instructor because he was receiving an A in 

the course. Both Linda and Jack were not fairly evaluating the instructor. They were influenced by 

the grades they were earning and were biased in their judgment.

IV. According the following two topics, please give examples to support them and end with a 

conclusion sentence.

1) Wealth does always not go hand in hand with happiness. 

2) In many countries cigarette smoking is restricted in many ways. 

V. Read the paragraphs and decide the type of development.

A. blocked comparison    B. blocked contrast    C. alternative comparison  

D. alternative contrast      E. causes    F. effects

(1)

Why do so many graduates gravitate into business instead of into teaching? Part of the 

reason is the ever widening pay gap between these two professions. A secretary, an office clerk 

or a bank employee can earn monthly income as high as RMB 2,000, and when one is promoted 

to the position of a business executive or manager, the salary is even higher. But a college 

graduate with a master’s degree can only get a salary of RMB 1,000 per month for his teaching 

job. No wonder, college graduates are attracted into more lucrative fields.

(2)



There are striking similarities between two of the most popular U.S. presidents, Abraham 

Lincoln and John F. Kennedy. Both men had their elections legally challenged. Lincoln and 

Kennedy are both remembered for their sense of humor, as well as for their interest in civil rights. 

Lincoln’s secretary was Mrs. Kennedy; Kennedy’s secretary was Mrs. Lincoln. Neither man took 

the advice of his secretary not to make a public appearance on the day on which he was 

assassinated. Lincoln and Kennedy were both killed on Friday in the presence of their wives. And 

finally, the same caisson carried the bodies of both men in their funeral processions.

(3)

Homes that are improperly insulated may cause problems for their habitants. First of all, it 

will cost more to heat such a house than one that is well insulated. Second, it will waste energy. 

Third, it will make the house uncomfortable to live in because drafts or cold air is able penetrate 

the poorly insulated walls. Also, the poorly insulated walls could cause the inhabitants to have 

more colds, a health problem that results in higher expenses for doctors and medicine.

(4)

So why do manufacturers keep on designing and producing VCRs that are awkward to use 

if the problems are so obvious? First, the problems we notice are not obvious to technically 

minded designers with years of experience and trained to understand how appliances work. 

Secondly, designers tend to add one or two features at a time to each model, whereas you and I 

face all of a machine’s features at once. Thirdly, although finding problems in a finished product 

is easy, it is too late by then to do anything about the design. Finally, if manufacturers can get 

away with selling products that are difficult to use, it is not worth the effort of any one of them to 

make improvements

(5)

Despite their obvious differences in length, the paragraph and the essay are quite similar 

structurally. For example, the paragraph is introduced by either a topic sentence or a topic 

introducer followed by a topic sentence. In the essay the first paragraph provides introductory 

material and establishes the topic sentence. Similarly, the body of an essay consists of a number of 

paragraphs that expand and support the ideas presented in the introductory paragraph. Finally, a 

terminator-whether a restatement, conclusion, or observation-ends the paragraph. The essay, too, 

has a device which brings its ideas to a logically and psychologically satisfying completion: the 

concluding paragraph. Although exceptions to these generalizations may be observed in modern 

creative writing, most well written expository paragraphs and essays are comparable in structure.

(6)

There is an essential difference between a new story, as understood by a newspaperman or a 

wire-service writer, and the newsmagazine story, the chief purpose of the conventional news story 

is to tell what happened. It starts with the most important information and continues into 

increasingly inconsequential details, not only because the reader may not read beyond the first 



paragraph but because an editor working on galley proofs a few minutes before press time likes to 

be able to cut feely from the end of the story. A newsmagazine is very different. It is written to be 

read consecutively from beginning to end, and each of its stories is designed, following the critical 

theories of Edgar Allen Poe, to create one emotional effect. The news, what happened that week, 

may be told in the beginning, the middle, or the end ; for the purpose is not to throw information at 

the reader but to reduce him into reading the whole story, and into accepting the dramatic(and 

often political)point being made.

(7)

Some people say that railways are more important than automobile roads. But in my opinion, 

automobile roads and railways complement each other. Railways do not touch small places , while 

automobile roads can be constructed to reach every place, even villages situated in remote corners 

of the country. Railways are constructed only for the trains, but roads will prove equally useful for 

bicycles, carriages and other kinds of vehicles. The cost of building automobile roads is also such 

lower than that of building railways.

VI. Write a outline using blocked and alternative comparison or contrast about the 

advantages of bikes over cars or buses.

VII. Add items to the following lists:

(1). Movies can be classified according to the following standards:

A)________

B) ______

C) _____

D) _____

E) _____

F) _____

G) _____

H) _____

(2).Shops can be classified according to the following standards:

A) ______

B) ______

C) _____

D) _____

E) _____

F) _____

G) _____

H) _____

I) _____

VIII. Read the following paragraph, find out the topic sentence, the classifier, and the 

categories.

There are three fundamental human body types—endomorphic, mesomorphic, and 

ectomorphic. The extreme endomorph combines heavy fat distribution and lack of bony angularity 



with around face, short neck, wide hips, and heavy limbs. The extreme mesomorph has a solid 

chest, slender waist, long torso, and relatively short, powerful arms and legs. Extreme ectomorphs 

are characterized by their slender bodies, short trunks, long arms and legs, long narrow hands and 

feet, and lack of fat.

Topic Sentence：____________________________________________

Classifier：_____________

Categories：________________________________________________

IX. Divide the books college students often read into three kinds and describe them one by 

one.

__________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

________________

X. Read the following paragraph, point out the topic sentence and find out what method（s）

are used to expand the definition.

Chemistry is that branch of science which has the task of investigating the materials out of 

which the universe is made. It is not concerned with the forms into which they may be fashioned.

Such objects as chairs, tables, vases, bottles, or wires are of no significance in chemistry；but such 

substances as glass, wool, iron, sulfur, and clay, as the materials out of which they are made, are 

what it studies. Chemistry is concerned not only with the composition of such substances, but also 

with their inner structure.

Topic Sentence：____________________________________________

Method（s） used：_______________________________________

XI. Find out the ways of combination development.

(1)

Balloons have been used for sports for about 100 years. There are two kinds of sports balloons: 

gas and hot fire. Hot balloons are preferred by most balloonists in the United States because of 

their safety. They are also cheaper, and easier to manage than gas balloons. Despite the ease of 

operation on a balloon, pilots must watch the weather carefully. Sport balloon flights are best early 

in the morning or late in the afternoon, when the wine is light. Over the years balloonists have 

tried unsuccessfully to cross the Atlantic Ocean. It wasn’t until 1978 that three American 

balloonists succeeded. It took them just six days to make their trip from their home in the United 

States to Paris, France. Their voyage captured the imagination of the whole world.

(2)

Increasing your vocabulary can help you in a number of ways .You will discover that 

knowing synonyms, for example. will decrease the amount of repetition in your compositions and 

make them more enjoyable to read. And if a teacher enjoys reading your paper, he may even give 

you a better grade. Also, an increased vocabulary will make your own reading more enjoyable. 

You will find it is much easier to follow the ideas in your history textbook or the newspaper when 

you do not have to continually run to the dictionary to look up unknown word, you will become 

more eager to read and not as discouraged when you do come across an unknown word. As a 



result, you will read faster and more intelligently, become more knowledgeable, and hence better 

informed about the world around you. Strange as it may seem, vocabulary study can make you a 

better person.

(3)

Poetry is branch of literature which explores ideas, emotions, and experiences in a distinctive 

form and style. Poetry, sometimes called “verse” depends greatly on the natural rhythms and 

sounds of language for its special effects. Poetry even more than prose, depends on precise and 

suggestive wording. In other words, a poem says much in little space. Poetry differs from prose in 

obvious ways, also. Most often the first word of every line begins with a capital letter, even in the 

middle of a sentence. Poems sometimes contain rhythms, and often they have a particular rhythm, 

like music.

(4)

During the American War of Independence, women were involved in the active fighting in 

three ways. As members of a distinct branch of the Continental Amy, referred to as “Women of the 

Army”, women staffed field hospitals and acted as military support in such roles as water carriers. 

In an emergency, women water carriers, who had plenty to opportunity to observe the firing of 

cannons, In an emergency, women water carriers, who had plenty of opportunity to observe the 

firing of cannons, could replace a wounded comrade. The second way that women were involved 

in active fighting was as regular troop members who wore men's uniforms and fought side by side 

with their male counterparts. Theoretically women were not supposed to be recruited into the 

Continental Army, but if a woman was a good soldier, no one made an issue of sex at a time when 

the army was so short of soldiers that boys not yet in their teens were also being recruited in 

violation of rules. Third, women were occasional fighters affiliated with local militia companies or 

committees of safety formed to protect the local community.


